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The Legal Delta

shows the Delta uplands and lowlands as well as the Delta
service area, those irrigated lands within the Delta that receive

water directly from its channels.

The Delta received its first official boundary in 1959 with the
passage of the Delta Protection Act (Section 12220 of the Water
Code). The map at left shows this statutory boundary. It also

This high-altitude photograph shows a
large portion of the Delta, including
farmland, urban development, and
flooded islands that have not been
reclaimed.

This aerial photograph shows islands
within channels in the central and
northern Delta. Channel islands
provide high-quality wildlife habitat.
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Delta Population

Most of the people living in the Delta are located in the uplands
on the periphery of the Delta but there are significant populations
on six islands — Andrus-Brannan, Bethel, Byron, Grand,
Hotchkiss, and New Hope. The other islands are devoted almost
entirely to agriculture. Stockton has the largest population within
the Delta. Other major Deltacities are Rio Vista, Tracy, Antioch,

Pittsburg, and Isleton. A significant portion of Sacramento’s
population also lives in the Delta. The map on the left shows the
population (1990 U.S. Census) of most Delta communities.
Tables 3, 4, and 5, beginning on page 85, contain more detailed
information about community and island populations.

Delta High School
in Clarksburg.

Discovery Bay is a
recent development
with water access to
the Delta.
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Delta Recreation

The Delta provides a variety of recreational opportunities forthe  low, the Delta provided the same water-based recreational
public, including fishing, camping, and boating. It supports about ~ opportunities as in other years. The map at left shows where the
12 million user days a year. During the 1976-77 and 1987-92 numerous recreational facilities can be found.

droughts, when most reservoirs throughout the State were extremely

A marina in the Delta.

Sailboating in the Delta.




