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LHF-1

Impacts on paleontological resources were not addressed in the SDIP Draft
EIS/EIR because the previous analyses in the project vicinity suggest that the
potential to encounter paleontological resources in the Holocene sediments
affected by the proposed project is low (Entrix and Resource Insights 1996:17-1,
17-8, 17-10, 17-15-17-16; West 1994:34-35). Although the preponderance of
evidence indicates that the SDIP would result in no impact on paleontological
resources, Dr. Fisk is correct in pointing out that this finding should be disclosed
in the EIS/EIR; the cultural resources section of the document now includes a
paleontological resource assessment.

LHF-2

The Interim South Delta Program (ISDP) (Entrix and Resource Insights 1996:17-
8, 17-12, 17-16, 17-19) does assert that paleontological resources may be
potentially affected by the proposed project. The analysis contained in the ISDP,
however, did not make full use of supporting documents for the ISDP or the
geological literature. As a consequence of relying on minimal information, the
preparers of the ISDP had little recourse but to conclude that the ISDP may have
resulted in significant impacts on paleontological resources. Since the ISDP,
DWR and other members of the project team have defined the limits of ground
disturbance much more explicitly, and additional information sources relevant to
assessing paleontological sensitivity were consulted to revise the cultural
resources section. The combination of more precise project information and full
use of literature sources relevant to paleontological sensitivity in the project area
resulted in a clear finding that the SDIP would result in no impact on
paleontological resources, as documented in the Final EIS/EIR.

LHF-3

The CEQA checklist is a tool for CEQA practitioners to use in impact analyses.
It is not a regulatory authority, and meaningful impact analyses can be and are
conducted without specific reference to the checklist in an environmental
document. Nevertheless, Dr. Fisk correctly understands that the breadth of
CEQA’s scope and resource definitions clearly includes paleontological
resources as a part of the environment for CEQA analysis.

LHF-4

The paleontological resources impact assessment in the Final EIS/EIR is
consistent with the SVP Standard Guidelines.

South Delta Improvements Program December 2006
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 7-31
Environmental Impact Report J&S 02053.02



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Comments from Individuals
and the California Department of Water Resources

LHF-5

A detailed paleontological resources impact assessment is included in the Final
EIS/EIR.
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JMF-1

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline.
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KG1-1
Please see Master Response B Relationship between the South Delta

Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response
K, Staged Decision Making Process.

KG1-2

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
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JLG-1

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline.

JLG-2

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.

JLG-3

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005.
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BG-1

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline.

BG-2

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
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DAG-1

Section 5.2 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of the effects of the
project on flood control and levee stability. The project elements have been
designed to be flood neutral. Please see Master Response R, Effects of the South
Delta Improvements Program Stage 1 Tidal Gates and Dredging on Flood
Elevations in the South Delta Channels.
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KG2-1

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
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MH-1

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife. Where a significant
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall
impact is less than significant. Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B,
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic
Organism Decline.
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CWH-1

Section 5.3 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of changes in water
quality conditions under SDIP Stage 1 and Stage 2. The analysis concluded that
salinity in the interior South Delta would decrease and slightly decrease at
Emmaton and Jersey Point for both SDIP Stage 1 and Stage 2. These changes
were not substantial and were considered to be less than significant.

Section 5.2 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of changes in tidal
elevations. The analysis concluded that operation of Stage 1 or Stage 2 would
result in substantial change in tidal elevations within the Delta. Table 5.2-6
provides a summary of the expected changes.

CWH-2

Section 5.5 of the SDIP EIS/EIR addresses the potential for changes in flooding
within the South Delta. The analysis concluded that the slight increase in
hydrostatic pressure attributable and resulting negligible effect on levee seepage,
settlement, or subsidence would not affect the flood protection provided by the
existing levee system. Please see Master Response R Effects of the South Delta
Improvements Program Stage 1 Tidal Gates and Dredging on Flood Elevations
in the South Delta Channels.
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DH-1

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
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FH-1

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.

FH-2

The SDIP Draft EIS/EIR represents a full-faith effort to disclose the effects of the
SDIP actions to ensure that decision-makers, including DWR and Reclamation,
have the best available information on which to base a decision. As described
further in the Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, DWR and
Reclamation have committed to another CEQA/NEPA compliance document that
will include any new information gathered during the POD investigations, prior
to making a decision on increasing diversions.
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JEH-1

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline.

JEH-2 and JEH-3

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
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RI-1
Identifying beneficiaries and their ability to pay is beyond the scope of a draft
EIS/EIR.
RI-2
Under current Reclamation repayment structure, the method of determining water
pricing was included in the analysis.
RI-3
Analysis of market pricing effects on water distribution and usage is beyond the
scope of a draft EIS/EIR.
RI-4
Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR.
RI-5
Preparing an analysis of the marginal cost pricing of water and resulting changes
in demand and uses is beyond the scope of the EIS/EIR
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