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Tapuary 20, 2006

Mr. Lester Snow
Direcror iy
Deparment of Water Resources Sl e
P.O.Box 942836 L BE e
Sacramento. CA 94236-0001 .

RE: South Nelia Improvements Program
Dear Directar Snow:

As Burhank Water aad Power General Manager, [ write to sxpress support for the Department of .
Viater Resources' (DWR) South Delte lmpravements Program (SDIP). DWR hes beer ziven ﬂ"c
tremendous wek of improving weaier supply for souib Delta agriculture, improviny fish “n
pmtemon and increasing the amount and reliavility of watar supply for the Sue Water Prcjhm
ané the Cental Valley Project. We balievs implementing the SDIP represents a critical step o
toward meeting California’s diverse water peeda. 2Py
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For neasly 100 vears, Burhank Water and Powsr (BWP), as a community~owned uility, ':s.s.bem
serving over 100.00Q people with warer and slectricity. BWP js dadicered o warer conservation
{using less water) and water efficiency (using water betier), and ws look for crealive ways to-
save water, This is e matter of survivel miven the possibility of severe water woss in Southemn
Californis. A1 BWP. we look for selutions thar are good {or the communin and the environment.

We seek creative ways to save wemer, As an industry firsy, we'have installed an innovative Zero -~ *
Liquid Discheree Warer Traai:ncm Svsterr that uses recycled water for all industrial uses inowr”
power plants and saves over 2 million gallons of drinking water, a day. Tu sddition. we are pr.oud 5ty
to e undestaking an agg:rcsswe pian 1o exclysively use recycled water for our large outdoor R A
landstape users.

o R,

Ag you know, in the water indusiry. we face the ever increasing challenge of doing mnore with
less. BWP receives a significant shaye of jts warey from the Bay-Delta and Central Valley
Project. We support efforts like the SDIP that improve the safety, reliability, and quality of
water, Given its impartancs, we nead bstrer ways 1o manage the Delta’s water delivery system.

We belizve that SDIP is a responsible, balanced, and flexible plan that moves the state in the
right direction. SDIP represents a first step to beter utilize, jutegrate and operate our existing’
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waler management infrastructure in the Delta, The progrmudﬂ consrruct sgasopal tidal eates "

protect fish, and improve warer circulation and qualrty in the Deia, dredge seiect Deita dmm:ls

to improve water deliveries for Jocal farmars, and allow Statre Water Project deliveriesto ' - . ey L
increase modestly — only when needed and envivonmentzlly safe to do so. i

Ctmemly, the state is constrained in its ability 10 use surplus watsr supplies, SDIP calls foronly '
2 3-3% increase in the average amount of water pumped from the Deltz and only when it is
available and environmenta!ly safe to do so. Another added advaarage is thet the SDIP wﬂl
provide the flaxibility to shift the timing of water dchvmes - _ e A

Importantly, SDIP wil] imlp protect :mnumm Deha mvmnmmtal '-'-esomes Spnl;xf cally, it
will help protect fish species in the Deira channels. Artthe samsg time, by providing the stafe.
greater flexinility in how and when SDIP op&rms its systam of pumps, fish are gmmed grexfar e
pratections, _ e "L__ ;
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SDIP is a creaiive solution for California 1o advance — it does not raquire building a new p"qjcﬂt ;.-1"- s
or the construction of major new infrastructure. And, funding for the program bas aireacly bee'n '
securad through passage of voter approved bonds in 2000 (Praposition 13).

BWP mkes seriousy our dury to conserye water thongh all possibie best management pzacuécs_. :
including water conservation, recycling, and storage to ensure California’s water furure. We L
believe that SDIF pravides a heginning solwion that is goad for the enviy oumm‘t pnd Cali ﬁu'u.a. o e

Agzin, we strongly supoort SRIP and encourage all key stalmho!dcrs io help advance this o,
¢rivically needed project. B
Sinceraly.
ion
“;?ﬂhﬁffﬁ/m.d-}

Ronald E Davis
General Manager, BWP

H lary Ajvord, Ciry Manager
Debra Mann, MWD Interim
Giemy Brown, MWD Direcror
BWP Board Members
Kathy Cole. MWD
¢ (@) facstmile}:
Bon, Governor Amold Schwarzeneggesr, (918) 445-4633 e
Mr. ’fyan Brodderick. Direcor, California Department of Fish and Game, (S‘lbl 633 . 5. T
7587 e TV i
Mr. Mike Chrisiman, Secratary, Californie Resources Agemey, (916) 6528102 T e
Mr. Joe Grindstaff, Directar, California Bay-Delta Authorivy, (618) 443-7297 '
Mr. Kirlc Rodgers, Regicnal Director, Mid-Pacific Region, U.S. Bureau of
Reclamatior, (916) 978-5114
Mr. Dan Skopec, Depury Cabinet Seerstary, Offce of the Govemor, (916).324-6358
Mr. Terry Tammiinen, Cabiner Secretary, Office of the Governar, (316) 324-6358
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