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- METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Office

October 23, 2002

Kathy Kelly, Chief

Department of Water Resources
Bay-Delta Office

P. O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Ms. Kelly:

Comments on the Draft “State Water Project Delivery Reliability Report”

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft “State Water Project Delivery
Reliability Report.” The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan)
supports the release of this report and believes it is an essential component, in conjunction with
our “Report on Metropolitan’s Water Supplies,” for assisting local water agencies in complying
with SB 610 and SB 221 in southern California.

We have two suggestions that we believe will make the report more useful to local water
agencies managing SB 610 and SB 221 issues. These suggestions are provided in the attached

statement.

Please feel free to call me at (213) 217-6052 if you have any questions regarding the statement or
the comments we are submitting.

Very truly yours,

Stephen N. Arakawa
Manager, Water Resource Management
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SWP Delivery Reliability Report
Metropolitan Comments
October 2002

Introduction:

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) supports the release of the
Department of Water Resources (DWR) “State Water Project Delivery Reliability Report.” (SWP
Reliability Report). We believe that it provides important information for local water agencies to
comply with SB 610 and SB 221 by describing the delivery capabilities of the SWP. This report
complements the “Report on Metropolitan’s Water Supplies” (Metropolitan’s supply capability
report released in February of this year). Together, the two reports will be critical elements of local
agency response to SB 610/221 and Urban Water Management Plans (UWMPs) in southern
California.

Metropolitan’s 1996 Intergrated Resources Plan:

The SWP Reliability Report describes what Metropolitan realized during the prolonged drought in
the late 1980°s/early 1990s — that the SWP is highly variable, able to meet demands in wet years but
subject to limited supply capabilities in dry years. This realization prompted Metropolitan and our
member agencies to embark on a process called the Integrated Resources Plan (IRP). The IRP was
an open, collaborative planning process with the goal of improving Metropolitan’s reliability
through a balanced mix of resources.

Resources developed under the 1996 IRP include conservation, recycling, in-region surface and
groundwater storage, out-of-region storage, water transfers, and strategic infrastructure investments.
These resources are essential for managing the variability of the SWP by increasing Metropolitan’s
ability to use the system’s full supply capabilities. The combination of SWP supplies and other IRP
resources provide the regional reliability needed for SB 610 and SB 221 compliance.
Metropolitan’s accomplishments under the IRP include:

e $2 billion Diamond Valley Lake with 800,000 acre-feet (AF) of storage
e §1.2 billion Inland Feeder (soon to be completed) to convey wet year water to storage

e $155 million for active conservation savings producing about 66,000 AFY (572,000 AF
region wide from all sources - active, plumbing codes, and price effect savings)

e $106 million for recycling and groundwater recovery producing about 112,000 AFY
(220,000+ AF region wide)

e $183 million in contractual groundwater storage (236,000 AF)

e Numerous other regional and local projects either existing or in development



Additionally, Metropolitan’s strategy to advance California’s Colorado River Water Use Plan
includes aggressive water transfer and storage actions to accommodate progressive cuts in
California diversions over the next 15 years.

The “Report on Metropolitan’s Water Supplies” contains a complete listing of these programs,
existing and planned, which will be refined as our IRP and UWMP plans are updated.

Comments on the SWP Delivery Reliability Report

DWR’s report accomplishes its purpose, with the understanding that water utilities in
Metropolitan’s service area must review it in the context of the “Report on Metropolitan’s Water
Supplies.” Metropolitan believes the following modifications would enhance the usefulness of the
report to local agencies complying with SB 610 and SB 221:

1. Future Infrastructure: DWR’s SWP supply capability analysis relies on existing
infrastructure for both 2001 and 2021. However, both SB 610 and SB 221 allow for
inclusion of resources that can be reasonably relied upon in the future. CALFED’s Record
of Decision (ROD) includes specific facilities for water supply augmentation and by 2021
these resources should be in place. Metropolitan recommends that the final report include
future CALFED ROD water augmentation projects and other efforts such as the Phase 8
Settlement Agreements.

2. 2001 Full Capability: The DWR report does not include a full demand study for the 2001
study period. A full demand study for 2001 would provide the needed picture of what
supply the SWP is capable of today. Without this, it is difficult for agencies with storage to
determine the current supply capabilities of the system to convey water for storage. This is
especially true for southern California with the addition of Diamond Valley Lake, which
provides 800,000 AF of storage, and the soon to be completed Inland Feeder, which will
dramatically increase Metropolitan’s ability to convey SWP water in wet years.

Overall, DWR’s SWP Delivery Reliability report achieves its purpose of providing information
needed for SB 610 and SB 221 compliance. For retailers in Metropolitan’s service area, it supports
Metropolitan’s report as conservative, sufficient evidence for imported supply capabilities and
reliability. Of course retail agencies must also consider their own local supply capabilities to
develop a complete picture of overall retail reliability in their service area.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this important report.
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